
Earth Day is an annual event that happens every year on April 22nd.  On Earth Day, we celebrate 
and appreciate all that the earth has provided for us.  It is also a day to bring awareness to 
climate change and global warming, and gives us the opportunity to ask ourselves what we can 
do to be kinder to the earth. 
 

The contest is open to elementary students of all ages. 
 
The winner will receive their design printed on a merchandise item of their choosing, and their 
teacher will win a free one-year membership to the OAEA. Winners will be selected through a 
random draw from submissions in each division. 
 

The deadline to submit is April 23rd, 2021. 
 

Grades 1 to 3 

Grades 4 to 6 

Grades 7 and 8 

The Ontario Art Education Association    
Earth Day Design Contest 

 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Students in grades 1 to 3 are asked to create an image of their favourite place in nature. They 
should use colours to achieve different effects. The image should express their feelings and 
emotions about the natural world. Their artist statement should be why their selected setting is 
their favourite place, along with some ways we can reduce the negative impact of that land use 
to be kinder to the earth. (e.g., don’t litter). 
 
 
 
Students in grades 4 to 6 are asked to create an image to demonstrate the effects of climate 
change. Consider a depiction of how climate change has affected the earth, and a depiction of 
what the earth would look like if climate change didn’t exist (e.g., splitting the image in half, 
mixing two scenes together, etc). Students should implement their understanding of 
proportions (e.g., a mountain is taller than a tree). In their artist statement there should be 
suggestions on how people can minimize their ecological footprint. 
 
 
 
Students in grades 7 and 8 are asked to create an advertisement on how climate change is 
affecting the earth and what we can do to stop it. They should use the elements of art and the 
rule of thirds to convey their message. In their artist statement should be ways people 
contribute to climate change, along with ways they can personally minimize their ecological 
footprint. 
 



Rules for Submission 

Get creative and have fun! 
The Ontario Art Education Association is looking forward to seeing your creations 

 
 
 
 
 
 

- A photo of the piece of art must be submitted with a minimum of 800x800 pixels to a 
maximum of 1000x1000 pixels.  

- Students can enter an unlimited number of times. 
- Guardian or parent permission will be required for artwork with student names or aliases 

to be displayed on the OAEA website and on our social media platforms. Any images 
selected as WINNERS will only be posted once we receive that permission. Students will 
be contacted if they are winners. 

- Title and brief artist statement will be required on the submission form. 
- Teacher participation is optional. This means children can submit outside of school. 
- All artwork must be the student’s original creation. Duplications are not accepted, 

plagiarism in part or whole is prohibited. 
- In consideration of the opportunity to enter the OAEA Elementary Earth Day Contest 

2021, participants agree to allow the Ontario Art Education Association to use 
photographs of their work for promotional and publicity purposes. (use, re-use, publish, 
re-publish and otherwise use and display the artwork) The images will be considered 
property of the Ontario Art Education Association once they are submitted. 
 

Winners and Prizes 

The contest is open to elementary students of all ages. The winner will receive their design 
printed on a merchandise item of their choosing, and their teacher will win a free one-year 
membership to the OAEA if their information is included in the submission. Winners will be 
selected through a random draw from submissions in each division. 

The winners will be announced by May 1, 2021. 

 

 


