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Appendix AWL 2O 2;3 I.C.E. Rubric

Student Developed Rubric using the ICE Approach

Time: 1 hour

Description
The students will have the opportunity to assist in the creation of the rubric that will be
used to assess their learning as they progress through each unit. The rubric is based
on the ICE model developed by Sue Fostaty Young and Robert Wilson (2000). The ICE
approach focuses on a developmental scale that helps students identify and track what
stage of learning they are at for a particular unit. Rather than using Levels of
assessment, the ICE approach uses three stages of development represented by the
following:

· I stands for Ideas (the stage at which students convey the understanding of
basic knowledge, skills and media)
· C stands for Connections (the stage at which students understand and can
make connections between the basic knowledge, skills and media and what they
already know)
· E stands for Extensions (the stage at which students can apply the
knowledge, skills and media to new challenges and experiences). (adapted from
Fostaty Young & Wilson, 2000, p.5)

Collaborative development of the rubric will enable students to demonstrate their
comprehension of the expectations for the unit and complete the summative assignment
with the assessment expectations in mind.

It is recommended that for the first unit of a course where students are unfamiliar with
the process, teachers create the ICE rubric for the class and familiarize students with its
use. After students become familiar with the distinction in levels and focus on learning
process, they can be engaged in collaboratively creating the rubric for subsequent units.
With experience, students will become very adept at creating authentic rubrics and
accurately tracking their own development.
Instructions to create an ICE rubric with the class.
After completing the introductory research and practice exercises, the students should
have some understanding of what they believe are the characteristics of a successful
drawing for the particular purpose. They will have the opportunity to create a rubric that
will identify the criteria on which their summative assignment will be evaluated. The
rubric creation will be done as a class, directed by the teacher, to create one common
rubric. The following questions should help guide them:

1. Based on the information and techniques gathered through their research, what
are the main categories or criteria to look for when making a judgement on a
piece of art with the identified purpose (eg. What are the characteristics of a
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successful illustrator/illustration?). The teacher can gather all suggestions and
write them on the board. The teacher can use curriculum expectations to focus
prompting of student responses. (eg. Is media selection important to an artist/
inventor?, What is the intent of an artist/inventor?, and What technical skills are
important to the artist/inventor?

2. Ask students to review the suggestions and see if they can narrow them down to
a few key categories. (teachers can opt to use the expectation strands to frame
the categories)

3. Give them a copy of the blank Rubric Template, and ask them to fill in the
categories down the first left hand column. (The teacher can refer to Appendix
A-2 as a sample of possible categories and characteristics to guide the rubric
creation process.)

4. The other 3 columns have the headings, Ideas, Connections and Extensions.
This is to indicate the level of development of hard edge painting techniques and
creation that the piece of work exhibits. Discuss with students the three terms.
Ideas refers to work that shows the artist is still developing the knowledge, skills
and media associated with the particular art form. The term Connection means
that the art displays an understanding of the foundational knowledge, skills and
media associated with the particular art form. The Extensions column identifies
works of art that takes the foundations knowledge, skills and media and applies
them in a new and original way.

5. Once these terms have been discussed, ask students to begin listing the
characteristics for Connections in each of the categories. Take extra time to
ensure that everyone is satisfied with the listed characteristics and that they are
reasonable. A sample of a rubric for this activity is provided in Appendix A – 2.

6. They should next list the characteristics in the Ideas column. Referring to the
Connections column will help identify the distinction between the levels of
assessment. Again, it is important that everyone is satisfied with the list and the
characteristics are suitably different than the Connections column.

7. Finally, create the list of characteristics for the Extensions column, following the
same guidelines as used in the previous columns.

8. Have the class review and edit the rubric until it satisfies the findings from their
research and is applicable to all forms of visual art. As a final test of its utility,
have the students use the rubric to assess their first formative tests. While the
students are doing the rubric test ask them the following questions: Are all the
key areas that distinguish your art covered by the rubric criteria? Are the
characteristics for each column reasonably spaced to allow for clear
discernment of level? Are the characteristics in each column achievable?

9. Make any changes or modifications to the rubric. Once these are done, the
rubric will be typed up in good and distributed to all members of the class.
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ICE RUBRIC TEMPLATE
Using the following template, create a rubric of assessment for learning.

Categories Ideas Connections Extensions
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